©O© 00 N o 0o b

10
11
12
13

14
15
16
17

S-3360. 3

SENATE BI LL 6118

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Morton, Stevens, Deccio, Milliken, Roach and Swecker

Read first tine 01/12/2004. Referred to Commttee on Parks, Fish &
Wildlife.

AN ACT Relating to a pilot programfor cougar control; creating new
sections; and making an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that cougars have
becone a serious threat to the safety of citizens and their property in
many areas of the state since passage of an initiative prohibiting
cougar hunting with dogs. Based on incidents that have been reported
to local law enforcenent, this threat appears to be nobst serious in
Ferry, GCkanogan, and Stevens counties.

It is the intent of the legislature to establish a three-year pil ot
program adm ni stered by county government to allow for limted hound
hunting during certain tines of each year as a neans to better contro
t he cougar popul ati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The county conm ssioners of any three
contiguous counties east of the crest of the Cascade nountains and
sharing a border with another nation but not with another state may
establish a three-year pilot programto control the cougar popul ation
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in the participating counties. The pilot programs prinmary goal is to
mai ntai n cougar popul ations at a level that provides for the safety of
t he public.

(2) Beginning Septenber 2004, the pilot programallows for pursuit
and release with hounds from Septenber 1st to Novenber 30th and for
pursuit and take with hounds from Decenber 1st to February 28th.

(3) In order to carry out the pilot program the departnent of fish
and wildlife mnust provide the county conmssioners with any data
requested to design and inplenent the pilot program The county
comm ssioners nust keep the fish and wldlife comm ssion infornmed of
the activities undertaken in furtherance of the pilot program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Washington State University shall nonitor
any pilot programentered into under section 2 of this act and provide
a report to the appropriate commttees of the legislature by July 1,
2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sum of twenty thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2005, from the general fund to Washington State
University for the purposes of section 3 of this act.

~-- END ---
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